
QUESTIONS: Are you in 
favour of 
restoring the 
Katzie Slough?

What is the value of 
the Slough to the 
communities of PM 
and MR?

What are some 
actions you 
would take to 
keep PM/MR a 
natural place?

What do you 
see as the 
greatest 
threats to 
PM/MR’s view 
of itself as a 
natural place?

Regardless of the
outcomes of the 
election how will 
you engage with 
environmental 
issues in PM/MR?

Will you reinstate 
the environmental 
council in MR? Will
PM create an 
environmental 
council?

Bob Masse, 
MR

YES “… I really don't know
that much about the 
Katzie Slough. […] I 
do recognize their 
exceptional 
environmental and 
biodiversity value.”

“Better tree bylaws,
continued stream 
protection, […] 
support of 
community 
involvement, […] 
protect the air-
shed…”

“…high 
aspirations […] 
not 
accompanied by
the actions [...].”

“…continue to fight
against the 
WTE/garbage 
incinerator plans 
[…].”

“… highly in favour 
of the Environmental 
Advisory 
Committee…”

Dean Barbour,
MR

“… our natural 
beauty is our 
greatest yet 
most 
underutilized 
asset.”

“We need to invest in 
protecting our natural
heritage”

“We need to invest 
in [local] business 
[…] revenues can 
be used to support 
ARMS, KEEPS 
and of course the 
Katzie Slough 
restoration 
initiative.”

“Urban sprawl is
the greatest 
threat.”

“… I could see an 
Environmental 
Committee, in the 
same mold as the 
EAC (Economic 
Advisory Committee)
…”

Faye Isaac, 
MR

YES “It might have a 
Heritage component 
to […] Also it is a 
natural resource 
possibly fish bearing”

“…try to contain 
urban sprawl”

“Sprawl” “Have an active 
voice in the 
community for 
environmental 
issues…”

“I don’t know why 
they stopped […] 
and I don’t know if I 
would reinstate it, 
but I […] know that I 
would be a strong 
voice for the 
environment.”

Grant 
Sanderson, 
MR

YES “…the slough is 
pretty much a 
drainage ditch. If […] 
restored and 
maintained it could 

“…keep stream 
setbacks in place 
[…], more work to 
encourage the 
[use] of native flora

“… developing 
towards UBC 
research forest 
and Golden 
Ears Park...”

“I will continue to 
advocate the use 
and growth of 
native plants.” 

“As these two 
communities are 
linked by so much 
there should really 
be a joint council.”



be a potential 
spawning ground for 
salmon…” 

and fauna...” 

Kiersten 
Duncan, MR

YES “[It 
has] immeasurable s
entimental and 
historical value 
to residents and our 
community [and] 
provides habitat for 
Coho Salmon.” 

“…ensuring that 
our communities 
have area plans 
and community 
halls. […] help 
us, as a city, to 
engage and 
educate our 
citizens on local 
issues […].”

“Urban 
Sprawl…”

“…active volunteer
in the community 
[…] represent[…] 
the community on 
different 
environmental and 
social action 
committees”

“I support reinstating 
an environmental 
council in Maple 
Ridge…”

Sara Beckett, 
MR

YES! “If [we] can work 
together in restoring 
the Slough, we will 
provide a framework 
for other communities
to follow.” 

“… my knowledge 
of […] biology, 
could contribute a 
lot to the cause. I 
will advocate for 
this venture, and 
bring people 
together...”

“Development.  I
believe that 
development 
and 
conservation 
can coincide.”

“I will advocate 
and would love to 
play a role in the 
restoration of the 
slough […] 
because it is a 
project I believe in 
whole-heartedly.”

“A great idea to 
reinstate the 
environmental 
council in Maple 
Ridge.”

Bill Dingwall, 
PM

YES
“… Funding is 
always a real 
consideration, 
but much can be
done in terms of
education, 
partnerships an
d volunteer 
efforts.”

“… Healthy natural 
characteristics 
contribute to a health 
Community.”

“… I am a huge 
supporter of 
Tourism and 
sharing our beauty 
with tourists brings 
in added monies 
[…]. Raising 
community 
consciousness is 
also important …”

“… Traffic 
congestion and 
pollution is a 
concern […] 
efforts are 
required to 
ensure […] 
public 
transportation, 
walking, and 
cycling are 
encouraged…”

“…Modeling [good]
behavior is 
important…”

“…Environmental 
issues are a 
legitimate concern, 
and a forum needs 
to be in place where 
concerns/opportuniti
es can be brought 
forward…” 

Bruce Bell, PM YES “...value now as a 
drainage/irrigation [an
in the future as a] 

“Restoring 
the Katzie Slough 
to as near as 

“Wrong 
development in 
the wrong 

“I would love to be 
part of the Katie 
Slough restoration 

“Pitt Meadows 
should have 
an environmental 



tourist attraction…” possible to what it 
originally was…”

place.” project.” council.”

John Becker, 
PM

YES “Environmental, 
social,  financial, 
community building”

“Environmental 
considerations 
need to be part of 
all [...] decision 
making processes.”

“Complacency 
and lack of 
information.”

“I’m engaged with 
a number of 
groups and issues 
right now.”

“…I would be 
prepared to look at 
the benefits of 
setting one up.”

Mike Stark, 
PM

Absolutely “…significant cultural 
and historical value to
the Katzie People […]
space […] to enjoy 
recreation as well as 
spiritual and physical 
renewal.”

“… when a 
development plan 
comes to council 
[ask]: “what effect 
will this have on 
our natural 
environment”?...”

“… urban sprawl
and the changes
in the 
Environmental 
Governance at 
the Provincial 
and Federal 
level…”

“I […] monitor the 
slough through 
ARMS. I [am] an 
advocate for 
protecting our 
environment…”

“Yes I will. I think it is
long overdue in Pitt 
Meadows.”

Scott Magri, 
PM

YES “… It will provide 
clean irrigation water 
for farmers, 
bring life back to the 
system and also 
retain the ecology…”

“…future 
development is 
thoroughly 
researched so the 
environmental 
impact is minimal.”

“…over 
population [and] 
high 
development 
without the 
infrastructure to 
accompany it.”

“…continue with 
the Katzie Slough 
Restoration Project
[…to] bring life 
back to the 
system.”

“…No information on
this subject […] 
unable to comment 
at this time.”

Tracy 
Miyashita, PM

YES. “This has value for 
many species…”

“…We need to 
have […] clean up 
days of the slough 
[and] add signage 
so residents begin 
to respect this area
and recognize its 
importance.” 

“… human 
behaviour and 
polluting the 
slough … 
Invasive plant 
species is also a
growing 
concern…”

“… Support 
environment 
efforts, […] 
participate in 
clean-up [and] 
advocate for policy
to protect our 
natural 
environment.”

“…it would be good 
for Pitt Meadows to 
have an 
environmental 
council.”

No responses from 25 candidates from Maple Ridge and 7 candidates from Pitt Meadows although some of them have provided 
verbal support.



Bob Masse, MR, Council incumbent
1. Yes, with what I know so far. Questions would need to be answered. Has a preliminary feasibility analysis been done yet? I can say that I 

highly value wetlands conservation and preservation
2. Though I have a fairly good knowledge of both heritage and history, including First Nations, in Maple Ridge, I really don't know that much 

about the Katzie Slough. Having worked for wetlands conservation in the past I do recognize their exceptional environmental and 
biodiversity value. 

3. 1. Better tree Bylaws.  2. Continued stream protection. 3. Continued support of community involvement, especially with great groups like 
KEEP and ARMS. 4. Protect the air-shed, continue to fight against another garbage incinerator. 

4. Continued high aspirations that are not accompanied by the actions needed to make it happen. Our talk must be accompanied by the 
appropriate actions.

5. I will continue to fight against the WTE/garbage incinerator plans Metro has for our region. Further, I would respectfully suggest that all 
environmentally conscious people become aware of this.

6. As an incumbent M.R. Councillor, I am highly in favour of the Environmental Advisory Committee as, I believe, is all of Council

Dean Barbour, MR, Council candidate
1. As a long-time resident and former Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, you can see a track record of not only caring for the 

environment but believing strongly that our natural beauty is our greatest yet most underutilized asset. 
2. We need to invest in protecting our natural heritage
3. We need to invest in the business of agri/eco/sport tourism initiatives as well as farming so that they can better sustain themselves while 

providing jobs and opportunities for residents. These revenues can then be used to support ARMS, KEEPS and of course the Katzie 
Slough restoration initiative.

4. Urban sprawl is the greatest threat
5. No answer given
6. I didn’t know there was an environmental council so I cannot address that at this time, but I could see an Environmental Committee, in the 

same mold as the EAC (Economic Advisory Committee) where different stakeholders come together once a month to discuss issues and 
work together to bring these issues to council and thus the public.

Faye Isaac, MR, Council candidate
1. Yes
2. It might have a Heritage component to it and the fact that First Nations used it to travel distances around Pitt Meadows is a huge value.  

Also it is a natural resource possibly fish bearing
3. To keep PM/MR a natural place, we must try to contain urban sprawl.
4. Sprawl
5. Have an active voice in the community for environmental issues that arise.
6. I don’t know why they stopped having an environmental council and I don’t know if I would reinstate it, but I do know that I would be a 

strong voice for the environment.



Grant Sanderson, MR, Council candidate
1. Yes, I would like to see a restoration of more than just this waterway though. The decline in numbers of salmon even in my lifetime and I 

am only 32 is drastic. 
2. In its current state the slough is pretty much a drainage ditch. If it were to be restored and maintained it could be a potential spawning 

ground for salmon which would be great. 
3. We should keep stream setbacks in place in Maple Ridge, distancing development from watershed. As a landscaper/grower for 

silvaculture as well as a personal goal I would like to see more work being done encouraging the purchase and installation of native flora 
and fauna to new development. 

4. The greatest threats would be to continue developing towards UBC research forest and Golden Ears Park. Those places are what people 
think of when natural beauty and Maple Ridge are brought up. Retaining and maintaining regional parks like Kanaka Creek must be done 
for the future gens.

5. I will continue to advocate the use and growth of native plants. 
6. As these two communities are linked by so much there should really be a joint council. Shared rivers and waterways as well as dyke 

systems and parks are a concern for all. The decisions of one city can greatly affect the other and working in unison could have some 
significant benefits.

Kiersten Duncan, MR, Council candidate
1. Absolutely. Lina, Scott, and the Watershed Watch Salmon Society have done a fantastic job of researching and putting together a plan for 

how both municipalities can work to restore the Katzie Slough in a cost effective manner.
2. Not only does the Katzie Slough have immeasurable sentimental and historical value to residents and our community but it also provides 

habitat for Coho Salmon. 
3. In university, I am studying urban development and environmental science because I am passionate about ensuring that our communities 

have area plans and community halls. This will help us, as a city, to engage and educate our citizens on local issues such as the Katzie 
Slough. My educational background helps me to ensure we develop in a balanced way while maintaining our beloved, natural 
characteristics in the community.

4. Urban Sprawl is negatively affecting how we view ourselves. I know that in order to "curb" urban sprawl we need to go beyond merely 
densifying and work towards living within our means. Following sustainable development practices such as the smart growth principles, 
our Official Community Plan (OCP), and creating set area plans will be instrumental in ensuring we develop within our urban containment 
boundary to avoid further sprawl.

5. I will continue to be an active volunteer in the community and an engaged citizen by attending protests and rallys as well as representing 
the community on different environmental and social action committees

6. I support reinstating an environmental council in Maple Ridge, an initiative our council is currently working on alongside implementing the 
Environmental Management Strategy (EMS) Report. 



Sarah Dawn Beckett, MR, Council candidate
1. YES!
2. It is paramount that we protect our environment and take care of natural habitats to ensure future generations can enjoy and prosper from 

our decisions.  If Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows can work together in restoring the slough, we will provide a framework for other 
communities to follow. 

3. I would like to be a part of this project!  I believe that my knowledge of science, especially in biology, could contribute a lot to the cause. I 
will advocate for this venture, and bring people together to work towards a restored slough.

4. I will advocate and would love to play a role in the restoration of the slough regardless of the outcome of the election because it is a 
project in which I believe in whole-heartedly.  I am very interested in the plan put forth this far, and want to be a part of the future plans.

5. A great idea to reinstate the environmental council in Maple Ridge.  A priority of any City needs to be in protecting and sustaining our 
environment.

Bill Dingwall, PM, Council candidate
1. I think the Katzie Slough represents a historic part of Pitt Meadows and like all water ways, we collectively have a responsibility and need 

to work with community partners and citizens in support of reclamation that would see improvements to its current state.  Funding is 
always a real consideration, but much can be done in terms of education, partnerships and volunteer efforts.

2. As discussed, PM -- the Natural Place -- fortunately has many natural and beautiful aspects including our mountains, streams, rivers, 
lakes, dykes, trails, etc.    The Katzie Slough is another aspect that is part of the larger beauty of the community.   Healthy natural 
characteristics contribute to a health Community.

3. Our natural surroundings are critical to our identity and thankfully, the ALR is in place to assist in protecting the vast majority of lands 
within the City.   I am a huge supporter of Tourism and sharing our beauty with tourists brings in added monies as well as marketing for our
community.  Raising community consciousness is also important and City Council plays an essential role along with making wise  policy or
financial decisions.

4. Thankfully, our residential capacity is capped and opportunities for retail/commercial and industrial development are limited.    Smart 
decisions are required to ensure the City's best interests are in the forefront.     Traffic congestion and pollution is a concern for all of us 
and efforts are required to ensure vehicles sitting in traffic are mitigated and public transportation, walking, and cycling are encouraged as 
legitimate alternatives.  This will mean access to more jobs closer to home since over 80% of our citizens commute outside the City.

5. My family is able to frequently enjoy our outdoors through sports, leisure activities and camping, and raising general awareness around 
littering, re-cycling, exploiting the land/water, is important for every citizen.  Modeling behavior is important for all of us.

6. Regardless of it being called an environment council, it is extremely important for Council to hear from and engage with the community.  
Environmental issues are a legitimate concern, and a forum needs to be in place where concerns/opportunities can be brought forward so 
that informed decisions can be made. 



Bruce Bell, PM, Council incumbent
1. I am in favour of restoring the Katzie Slough.
2. Katzie Sough not only has value now as a drainage/irrigation source but in the future it could be a tourist attraction with fish and spawning 

salmon.
3. Restoring the Katzie Slough to as near as possible to what it originally was would help to keep Pitt Meadows the natural place. 
4. Wrong development in the wrong place. 
5. Whether I am re-elected to Council or not I would love to be part of the Katie Slough restoration project.
6. I believe that Pitt Meadows should have an environmental council.

John Becker, PM, Mayoral candidate
1. Yes
2. Environmental, social,  financial, community building 
3. Environmental considerations need to be part of all of our decision making processes.
4. Complacency and lack of information
5. I am engaged with a number of groups and issues right now.
6. I don’t know enough about such a council. I would be prepared to look at the benefits of setting one up.

Mike Stark, PM, Council candidate
1. Absolutely
2. This is an area of significant cultural and historical value to the Katzie People. It also offers space for people to enjoy recreation as well as 

spiritual and physical renewal.
3. The first question that needs to be asked when a development plan comes to council is: “what effect will this have on our natural 

environment”? After all, Pitt Meadows is “The Natural Place”.
4. I believe urban sprawl and the changes in the Environmental Governance at the Provincial and Federal level are the greatest threats.
5. I am already a member of the team that monitors the slough through the ARMS. I have always been an advocate for protecting our 

environment. It is the only one we have!
6. Yes I will. I think it is long overdue in Pitt Meadows.

Scott Magri, PM, Council candidate
1. Yes
2. After the restoration, it will provide clean irrigation water for farmers, bring life back to the system and also retain the ecology. It will also 

provide an outdoor school room for teachers to take their students to learn about the environment while giving families a place to enjoy.
3. I would like to make sure that all future development is thoroughly researched so the environmental impact is minimal.
4. The greatest threat is over population which would include high development without the infrastructure to accompany it.
5. I will continue with the Katzie Slough Restoration Project until it meets the goal of providing fresh irrigation water to the farmers and bring 

life back to the system.
6. I do not have any information on this subject so I am unable to comment at this time.



Tracy Miyashita, PM, Council incumbent
1. Yes. Our natural environment is what makes Pitt Meadows unique.
2. This has value for many species, fish, birds as well as the residents in Pitt Meadows who can enjoy the slough
3. On several occasions I have participated in clean-ups of the slough, as well as the Fraser River shoreline. I found many items in the 

slough that should not be in there. We need to have regular clean up days of the slough. An easy action would be to add signage so 
residents begin to respect this area and recognize its importance. 

4. I think the greatest threat is human behaviour and polluting the slough with garbage. Invasive plant species is also a growing concern and 
I have noticed many plants taking over the slough at certain points.

5. As a councillor or a citizen (if not elected) I plan to continue to support environment efforts and will regularly participate in clean-up of our 
waterways and shoreline. I will also advocate for policy that protects our natural environment.

6. I think it would be good for Pitt Meadows to have an environmental council.


